
  

 

May 2010  

From the Pastor 

 

This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

I recently led worship at the ñVillage at St. Joseph Mercyò and used this as the ñCall to Worshipò. 

In re-reading it, I found that it has many powerful images and messages about Easter. 

I hope it does for you as well. 

 

P:  Christ is risen. Alleluia! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P:  God of amazing surprises and powerful love, your Easter victory is our sign of hope. 

C: Your Easter triumph is our promise of new beginnings. 

P:  Your Easter alleluia is unexpected, undeserved and graciously welcomed. 

C:  We need your Easter--the promise that dawn brings new possibilities, the assurance that your love is 

stronger than death, the hope that every day might be touched by Easter joy. 

P:   Forgiveness flows, healing happens, people change, hope is renewed. 

C:  Our world is alive with possibility. 

P:  God of such amazing surprises and infinite joy, why should it surprise us   that you delight in your 

creation? 

C:  We are blessed by your goodness to us, by your constant care for us, for the possibilities of Easter 

touching us with new hope, for the glimpses of peace and the signs of healing. 

P:   Easter is God's light shining in our darkness. 

C:  Easter is hope washing over despair. 

P:   Empty tombs and renewed lives. 

C:  This is God's doing. 

P:   Strong and surprising God, 

C:  You roll away every stumbling stone and bring life to all our dead ends. 

P:   O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? 

C:  Christ, being raised from the dead, will die no more; death no longer has dominion over him. 

P:   O Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good! 

C:  The mercy of God endures forever. 

P:   This is the day that the Lord has made! Alleluia! 

C:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it! Alleluia! 

 

In the early Church Easter Sunday and the Resurrection were referred to as the ñeighth dayò, or the first 

day of the new creation.  In fact, after the Resurrection, every day was the ñeighth dayò.  Every day was 

the first day of the new creation. 

Easter is about new possibilities. Easter means that for God the future- ours and the worldôs- is always 

open ended. 

During this holy season of ñEastertideò may you come to know and believe that every day is the day that 

the Lord has made. 

 

Pastor Michael 

   The Quilt  
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  MAY BIRTHDAYS  

3 Colton Swan 

4 Brendan Carroll 

4 Tim Graves 

5 Sharon Sheldon 

5 Doug Evans 

6 Clifton Miller 

6 Jonathan Boerst 

8 Lucas Evans 

10 Terri Richards 

11 Dave Hetrick 

12 Julia Whiting 

13 Michael Deren 

14 Megan Chaperon 

14 Jorg Waltje 

15 Rebecca Facer 

16 Deanna Hicks 

20 Janelle Nystrom 

24 Alene Blomquist 

27 Lena Ricks 

28 Gabriel Tesar 

28 Craig Mahaney 

31 Maggie Newmeyer 

31 Cindy Helberg 

Poem by Toyohiko Kagawa 

 

I read 

In a book 

That a man called 

Christ 

Went about doing good. 

It was very disconnecting to me 

That I am so easily 

Satisfied 

With just 

Going about. 

From your Social Action Ministry  

 

Thank you to everyone for your support of and participation in our hy-

giene kit project for the Church World Service.  WE SURPASSED 

OUR GOAL OF 200 KITS!! Ten boxes containing  202 kits were deliv-

ered to Church World Service headquarters in Lansing, MI on Wednes-

day, April 21st, along with $200 to help with shipping costs. 

Our next NeXST meeting will 

be on Friday, May 7th from 

6:30 ï 8:30PM at the Workan-

tile Exchange.  

More Than A Mother  

Mothers day poem By Kari Keshmiry 

 

When God set the world in place, 

when He hung the stars up in space, 

when He made the land and the sea, 

then He made you and me. 

He sat back and saw all that was good, 

He saw things to be as they should. 

Just one more blessing He had in store; 

He created a mother, but whatever for? 

He knew a mother would have a special place 

to shine His reflection on her childôs face. 

A mother will walk the extra mile 

just to see her children smile. 

Sheôll work her fingers to the bone 

to make a house into a home. 

A mother is there to teach and guide, 

a mother will stay right by your side. 

Sheôll be there through your pain and strife, 

sheôll stay constant in your life. 

A mother will lend a helping hand 

until you have the strength to stand. 

Sheôll pick you up when you are down, 

when you need a friend sheôll stick around. 
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THANKYOU!  
 

Thanks to Joe Tesar for organizing the Easter breakfast and for all who helped in the cooking, set up, 

serving, and clean up.  Thanks to all who brought yummy egg dishes and ñsweet treatsò. 

 

Thanks to Lois Miller, Steve Whiting, and the choir for fabulous music during Holy Week and Easter. 

Special thanks for the ñbrass sectionò on Easter morning. 

 

Thanks to Lois Miler for organizing the Easter flowers and for all who purchased flowers to make the 

sanctuary look so festive. Thanks to those who helped arrange them. 

 

Thanks to Jane Hughes and Lale Olson for organizing the Garage Sale this year. Thanks to all who 

helped with set up and pick ups. 

 

Thanks to Raquel Huffman for two years of service to Council and congregation as vice president and 

president. 

 

Thanks to Lena Rickôs for all the time spent sending out cleaning and volunteer reminders.  She is re-

tiring from this most appreciated job. 

 

 

 Thank you Margaret Fillion and Lois Miller who lovingly packed all of our donated items for our 

college kids. 

Thank you very much for the snacks and other assorted goodies.  I appreciate it, especially now be-

cause the last few weeks before finals are always the most stressful.  It is always nice to receive  

things but it means more to me that people care.  I'm having a lot of fun here and it's also a lot of work 

so again,  thank you for keeping me sane.    

Sincerely,   

Adam Graves 

We just want to give a big THANK YOU  to all the people who donated items for the 

garage sale; help clear out the sanctuary, narthex and back room; picked up and set 

up the tables; set up the clothes racks; help sort all the items and clothes; priced 

the items; picked up items from donors; baked goods for the bake sale; worked the 

garage sale day; cooked food to feed all the workers; packed up all the items not 

sold and load on Purple Heart and Friends in Deed trucks; breakdown all the boxes to 

recycle; take down all the tables and return them; clean up all areas of the church; 

set up the sanctuary Sunday morning; return all furniture back to the narthex and 

backroom.  

In another 365 days we can do it all over again!  

Without all your help and prayers, we could have never done it!  

Jane Hughes and Lale Olson 
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